Nova Scotia’s Plan

for the Lowest, Fairest Energy Rates
Locally Powered: The Nova Scotia COMFIT
Nova Scotia’s Community Feed-In Tariff (COMFIT) supports:
• replacing imported coal with cleaner, local sources of electricity generation,
• local ownership of small, community-based clean energy projects
The COMFIT is the world’s first feed-in tariff for locally based clean energy projects.
Nova Scotia’s COMFIT program encourages new clean energy projects by:
•
•
•
•

municipalities
First Nations
co-operatives
universities

• community economic development
investment funds (CEDIFs), and nonprofit groups
• combined heat and power plants

Feed-in Tariff

How It Works

There are two parts to any feed-in tariff (FIT):
the “feed-in” is electricity fed into the power grid;
the “tariff” is the price for that electricity.

COMFIT projects are connected to the Nova Scotia
power grid at the local distribution level. That means:

A FIT offers clean projects a guaranteed price for the
electricity. This price guarantee gives developers the
certainty they need to plan, finance, and build a project.

•

most COMFIT projects will be relatively small
(2 to 4 megawatts) due to the limited capacity of
the distribution system,

•

the energy produced by a COMFIT project is actually
used in the community where it is located, and

•

a COMFIT project generally avoids the need for
expensive upgrades to the transmission system,
keeping prices down for electricity customers.

COMFIT projects are connected to local distribution systems: power that’s locally owned, produced, and consumed.

Progress

Review

Nova Scotia has already approved 75 projects by more
than 30 community groups, totaling more than 165
megawatts (MW) of capacity. Additional projects are
under consideration. The province may award up to
200MW in total, expecting about 100MW will be built.
While the majority of the portfolio are large wind
projects, there is increasing interest in small wind,
and biomass.

The COMFIT review will be seeking public input through
an on-line survey and feedback process. Over the next
several months, the COMFIT program will undergo both
an internal review and public consultation to examine
issues such as:

•
•
•
•

• engagement and support
• past experience
• administration

eligibility
distribution
technologies
size of opportunity

During the review, new applications for wind projects
over 50 kilowatts will not be accepted. The province will
also commission an analysis of the status of the solar
photovoltaic market.

COMFIT Benefits
Economic

Social

Environment / Energy

Five to ten times the local benefits
of imported energy

Empowers people at the local level

Helps to replace coal

Spin-off effects:
$1 invested = $3 in community

Promotes sustainability

Reduces harmful emissions

Boost to rural economies
across province

Is socially responsible investing

Offers cleaner technologies
implemented in NS

Energy dollars spent in NS
(instead of buying imports)

Creates employment and
investment in communities

Helps diversify energy supply

More predictable costs

Spurs more investment

Enhances electrical grid efficiency

Creates jobs

Develops community-based
expertise

Improves air quality

Promotes a local industry

Potential for 100 MW
of clean electricity

“It means that we will be able to generate our own clean, green electricity
that will create jobs while benefiting our community.”
– Joe Morris, local community member and project
co-ordinator for a COMFIT wind project in Cheticamp,
owned by the Port Hood and District Recreation Commission.
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