
Nova Scotia’s Plan
for the Lowest, Fairest Energy Rates
Lowest, Fairest Rates: 
Nova Scotia’s Clean Energy Plan
Nobody wants higher power bills. But for decades, Nova 
Scotia has relied on imported coal for most of its electricity 
generation—and the price of coal has risen dramatically. 
We can’t control world energy prices.  
But we can take control of our energy future. 

Our plan will secure Nova Scotia’s energy future, protect 
the environment, create hundreds of new jobs and ensure 
the lowest, fairest tax-free rates for families.  
Our plan is already in action: 

•	 removing the provincial portion of HST off  
home energy

•	 supporting efficiency efforts that help NS families

•	 to lower their bills by consuming less electricity 

•	 using more local, cleaner sources of energy

•	 helping stabilize prices and securing our energy 

supply for the long term

Home Energy: Tax-Free
To help ease the burden of rising electricity prices, the 
government has removed the provincial portion of the 
HST on electricity and other sources of home heating.  

For most people, the rebate is automatically credited  
on the bill from their power company or fuel distributor. 

Tax-free home electricity is putting money back in the 
pockets of Nova Scotia families, saving them millions of 
dollars since 2010.

 
Energy Efficiency: Using Less… 
the Best Way to Save Money
Reducing electricity use is the best way to save money 
on power bills. Efficiency measures in 2011 alone will 
lower future electricity costs by about $100 million for 
households and businesses.

Our plan includes:

•	 Directly supporting programs for households, 
particularly low income residents, and businesses 
through Efficiency Nova Scotia,

•	 Leading by example by integrating efficiency and 
conservation into our own government operations, and

•	 Helping to set national codes and standards, including 
becoming the only jurisdiction in North America to 
mandate the use of LED roadway lighting in 2011, 
expected to lower energy consumption by over 50%.



Cleaner Electricity:  
Local, Reliable, and Green
We are obligated by federal law and regulations to reduce 
GHGs from the electricity sector and hydroelectricity from 
Muskrat Falls will make that possible. These federal obligations 
require us to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the 
electricity sector by more than half between 2010 and 2030. 

We know moving toward cleaner, renewable energy sources 
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions, help Canada and the 
world meet its climate change goals, but most importantly, 
we know it is the right thing to do for Nova Scotians now and 
in the future. The province is already a leader in greenhouse 
gas reduction targets. By 2015, 20% of all electricity in the 
province will come from renewable sources. That number will 
increase to 40% in 2020. That means Nova Scotia is making 
more progress on an agenda for a cleaner and greener 
environment than almost anywhere else in the world.

We are already taking action to add new sources of cleaner 
energy to replace coal because:

•	 New federal law requires a dramatic reduction in coal 
use by 2030

•	 Coal prices have risen by 75% in recent years driving 
our electricity rates higher

•	 Clean, regional energy supply will stabilize energy 
prices in the long run 

The pay-offs are significant. Cleaner, local and regional 
power is more affordable. It means Nova Scotia families are 
not at the mercy of volatile fossil fuel prices. It also means 
reduced emissions, price stability, and many new jobs. Not 
only have we set ambitious targets for change, we are well 
on our way to meeting them.

Local, clean energy transformation

As Nova Scotia reduces imported coal use and adds regional 
clean energy supply, electricity prices will stabilize.

Cleaner sources include
Natural gas
Cleaner burning than coal and oil, natural gas is an 
important part of Nova Scotia’s energy future. Natural gas 
use for electricity has increased faster than renewables  
in Nova Scotia.

Wind
Since 2009, Nova Scotia has added more than 100 
megawatts (MW) of wind from a mix of NS Power, 
independent producers, and community-owned projects.

Hydro
Nova Scotia’s relatively small hydro supply is already  
used to maximum capacity; our plan includes adding 10 to 
20 per cent of our total electricity supply from the Lower 
Churchill in Newfoundland and Labrador  
via the Maritime Link. 

Tidal
 As tidal technology matures, Nova Scotia’s energy future 
also includes up to 300 MW of competitively priced tidal 
power after 2020. Estimates indicate up to 2,500 MW of 
energy may be available in the Minas Passage of the  
Bay of Fundy.

Biomass and solar also have roles to play.

A Complex System,  
A Simple Plan
Our plan is simple: deliver the lowest, fairest rates to  
Nova Scotians.

Our approach covers many areas, from tax rebates to 
energy efficiency to building a cleaner energy supply.

These are long term solutions—for a problem that 
governments have ignored for too long.

The price of electricity keeps rising each year, but Nova 
Scotia has a plan to make sure electricity rates for Nova 
Scotia families are the lowest and fairest rates possible 
now and for years to come. 
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