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Agenda 
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 Introduction of Program Team

 Program Development Background 

 Program Overview 

 Application Process 

 Evaluation Process

 Question Period (Q&A) 



Program Team

4

 Julia Lindsay – Project Manager

 Haruka Aoyama – Program Coordinator

Natural Resources and Renewables, Clean Electricity Team  

Reach out to us via email to sharedsolar@novascotia.ca 

mailto:sharedsolar@novascotia.ca


Solar Program Development   
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2017-2019

Solar Electricity for 
Community Buildings 

Program

2021

Electricity Act 

Announcement of 
plans and new 

pathway to create 
Shared (Community) 

Solar Program

2022 

Electricity Act 
Legislat ion for 

Community Solar 
Program

Climate Plan 
Released

2023

Clean Power Plan 
2030 Released

2024

Community Solar 
Program Launch



Community Solar Program Development
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Informed by public input 

 Engagement sessions held in 2021 by Clean Foundation and One North End  

• Stakeholder Consultations: gathered input, identified needs, and addressed concerns. 

• Community Workshops: Engaged with residents, businesses and organizations. Facilitated 
discussions on program design, eligibility criteria and benefits. 

• Surveys and Feedback: gathered data from potential participants, which informed key 
program policies related to program design, features, community benefits and 
accessibility.

• Equity Considerations: Collaborative engagement ensured that community perspectives 
were considered. Strategies were developed to promote inclusivity and address 
disparities.



PROGRAM 

OVERVIEW
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What is the Program? 
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 Add up to 100 megawatts 

(MWac) of solar electricity to 

Nova Scotia’s grid

 Project owner(s) set up a solar 

garden of 0.5MWac – 10MWac

 25 years Power Purchase 

Agreement (PPA)

 Make solar electricity accessible

 Solar for your community 

(prioritized subscription offering)  

 Support local economic 

development 
Roles in Community Solar Program



Application Sections 
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Who is Eligible? 
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 Registered not-for-profit

 For-profit entity 

 Mi’kmaw band

 Municipality, town, village or township 

 Co-operative 

 Community Economic Development Investment Fund (CEDIF) 

 University or college 

 Partnership between any eligible entities listed above 



Requirements for Project Site
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 Project Site: includes the land you are using, generating facility, interconnection 

facilities, and roads. 

 NSPI Service Area: access to the local distribution system, including easements for 

utility equipment.

 Site Ownership and Access: the site can be on your own private land, leased 

land, or, where permitted, provincial Crown land.

 Land Type: preference is given to projects located on sites that are less desirable 

or less likely to be used for any other purpose, such as industrial rooftops, 

brownfields, and non-arable agricultural lands. 

 Other Considerations: project owners must consider ecological, environmental, 

and archaeological impacts.



Generation Interconnection 

12

 Interconnection Procedures: Project must adhere to NSPI’s Generation 
Interconnection Procedures (GIP) to determine grid connection feasibility. 

 Distribution Generator Interconnection Procedures: Required for projects connecting 
to distribution systems 26,400 volts and under.

 Pre-application Assessment: Optional for project owners, providing high-level system 
information to assess site viability before formal DGIP application. 

 Interconnection Request and Preliminary Assessment: Required for program 
application. If your interconnection request is deemed valid, NSPI will proceed with 
assessment which will identify any potential adverse system impacts that would result 
from the interconnection of the generating facility. Project owners will receive an 
order of magnitude estimate to be provided in their financial model for their 
application to the program.

 Distribution System Impact Study (DSIS): A detailed analysis conducted by NSPI to 
identify necessary system upgrades and associated costs for project 
interconnection. *Community solar program approval is required before advancing 
to DSIS

Check out PV Hosting Capacity Map 

https://nspi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=67d565f111fe4f1e82444321e1909846


Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)
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 Project owner(s) will calculate and propose a power purchase rate in the 

application.

 Project owner(s) are expected to consider potential impact on rate payers when 

calculating and proposing a power purchase rate.

 All proposed power purchase rates will be a minimum of $0.07 per kilowatt hour 

(KWh).

 PPA must include a fixed administrative fee for NSPI not exceeding $5.00 per MWh 

of electricity purchased by NSPI. 

 Minister of Natural Resources and Renewables will decide the final rate in the 

PPA.

 Your power purchase rate will not change over the course of the agreement (25 

years).



Subscription Management
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 Project owners are responsible for finding and retaining subscribers and 

managing subscriptions for your solar garden project. 

 At a minimum, your project must have: 

 at least two subscribers

 25 per cent of the nameplate capacity subscribed to by residential 

customers

 at least 85 per cent of the nameplate capacity of the project subscribed to 
during the term of the PPA, beginning one year after the commercial 

operation date

 Each month, subscribers will receive a monthly credit of $0.02/kWh based on 

the actual amount of energy your solar garden generates and in proportion to 

their subscription size as a percentage of the solar garden’s nameplate 

capacity.



Revenue Source/Profit  
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 Profit Options: Your project may bring in an annual profit, which you are free to 

use in any way you choose. Some owners may choose to reinvest into 

additional renewable energy for the community. You could also decide to give 

profits back to low-income subscribers to subsidize their energy costs.

 Revenue Source: The revenue you receive from the PPA will be the only income 

stream for your project. 

 NSPI Credit: NSPI directly applies a $0.02/kWh credit to subscribers’ bills. 



Financing 
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 Funding Mix: Projects will require a mix 

of funding, grants, equity and 

financing.

 Provincial Program: We’re actively 

exploring opportunities, including the 

creation of a provincial program with 

a budget of $5.2 million. Only 
approved projects will be considered 

for this funding. 

 Disclaimer: Any investment you make 

with your own money or external 

funding before program approval is at 

your own risk and does not guarantee 

eligibility for the program.
Check the Guide

https://energy.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/financing-funding-community-solar-projects.pdf


Equity Design in Program 
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 20MWac is reserved for projects under 5MWac developed and owned by not-
for-profits, co-operatives, and/or legal entities representing underserved or 

marginalized communities. 

 Meaningful Partnership 

 Community Benefits: Capacity Building, Benefit Agreements, Economic Benefits, 

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Plan 

 Community Engagement 

 Prioritized Subscribers: Project owners may choose to prioritize offering 
subscriptions to a specific group of people or community. 



APPLICATION 

PROCESS
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Application Process 
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Read 
Program 

Guide 

Download 
Application 

Form

Prepare 
Application 

Use Final 
Checklist

Submit  

Applicat ion
Submission 
Confirmed 

Completenes
s Confirmed 
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Download 

Program Guide

Read 
Program 

Guide 

Download 
Application 

Form

Prepare 
Application 

Use Final 
Checklist

Submit  

Application
Submission 
Confirmed 

Completen
ess 

Confirmed 
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Download application 
form and templates

Read 
Program 

Guide 

Download 
Application 

Form

Prepare 
Application 

Use Final 
Checklist

Submit  

Application
Submission 
Confirmed 

Completen
ess 

Confirmed 
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Follow Program Guide 
Section 3

Read 
Program 

Guide 

Download 
Application 

Form

Prepare 
Application 

Use Final 
Checklist

Submit  

Application
Submission 
Confirmed 

Completen
ess 

Confirmed 
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Before you submit, make 
sure your application 
package is complete 

Read 
Program 

Guide 

Download 
Application 

Form

Prepare 
Application 

Use Final 
Checklist

Submit  

Application
Submission 
Confirmed 

Completen
ess 

Confirmed 
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Email to 

sharedsolar@novascotia.ca 

Read 
Program 

Guide 

Download 
Application 

Form

Prepare 
Application 

Use Final 
Checklist

Submit  

Application
Submission 
Confirmed 

Completen
ess 

Confirmed 

mailto:sharedsolar@novascotia.ca
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Application receival email will confirm: 

 Date of your application (start of 45 business days clock)

Read 
Program 

Guide 

Download 
Application 

Form

Prepare 
Application 

Use Final 
Checklist

Submit  

Application
Submission 
Confirmed 

Completen
ess 

Confirmed 
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Completeness confirmation email will confirm: 

 That your application package is complete and ready to 
proceed with evaluation. 

 That your application package is incomplete and will not 

proceed with evaluation.

 You can resubmit your application. 

 45 business days clock will restart once you resubmit a complete 

application package. 

Read 
Program 

Guide 

Download 
Application 

Form

Prepare 
Application 

Use Final 
Checklist

Submit  

Application
Submission 
Confirmed 

Completen
ess 

Confirmed 



EVALUATION 

PROCESS
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Evaluation within 45 business days 
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 Completeness of the 

application is essential. 

 Demonstrate financial 

viability while minimizing 
impacts to rate payers 

(e.g. PPA rate minimum 
of $0.07/kWh.)

 Demonstrate strengths 
of your project’s 

community benefits  



If you’re approved 
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 You will be awarded a PPA

 You can accept or reject the offered PPA

 You will enroll in the Community Solar Program and complete 
DSIS 

 Onboarding process starts

For more information, read “Outcome of Evaluation” under section 4 and Section 5 

“Post-Approval Requirements for Project Owners.”



Project Execution
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 Sign Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) 

 Schedule the interconnection process (DSIS)

 After DSIS completion, and project owner(s) agree to move 
forward, sign SSGIA to connect. 

 Follow the construction plan

 Ongoing subscription management

 Solar garden maintenance  

 Receive regular payments from utility (after commercial 

operation)  

 Meet reporting requirements 



Questions? 

Contact
About the program  

sharedsolar@novascotia.ca

Nova Scotia Power 

communitysolar@nspower.ca
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mailto:sharedsolar@novascotia.ca
mailto:communitysolar@nspower.ca
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